Save These Dates 
for Cleveland 
February 27, 28 - 
March 1, 1950 


(Member, National Music Council) 


Official Organ of the National Association of Teachers of Singing, Inc. 


DECEMBER, 1949 - JANUARY, 1950 No. 3 


Volume VI 


N.A.T.S. ANNUAL MEETING AT CLEVELAND, OHIO 


! FEBRUARY 27, 28 - MARCH 1, 1950 inclusive —-HEADQUARTERS, HOTEL STATLER 


These meetings of the National Association of Teachers of Singing will be held in conjunction with the annual convention of the Music 
Teachers National Association. 


Sunday, February 26: 
Monday, February 27: 
10:00 A.M.-12 Noon 


2:30 P.M.-4:30 P.M. 


8:00 P.M. 


Tuesday, February 28: 
9:30 A.M.-11:30 A.M. 


2:30 P.M.-4:30 P.M. 


Wednesday, March 1: 
9:30 A.M.-11:30 A.M. 
2:30 P.M.-4:30 P.M. 
7:00 P.M. 


PROGRAM 
Sessions of the board of directors and the executive committee. 


Registration. 

Annual meeting, regional governors, representatives-at-large and state chairmen — second vice-president 
Helen Steen Huls presiding. 

M.T.N.A. vocal forum, in collaboration with N.A.T.S., John O. Samuel, Cleveland, Ohio, presiding. 
Introductory remarks — Mr. Samuel. 

“Scientific Knowledge Makes Us Better Teachers of Singing’’ — Mme. Nelli Gardini, Chicago, Ill. 
“Song—Its Role in the Vocal Studio” — Leon Carson, New York City. 

“The Teacher’s Responsibility to a Student’s Career” — John Seagle, Trinity University, San Antonio, Tex. 
Concert — Cleveland Symphony Orchestra. 


M.T.N.A. vocal forum, in collaboration with N.A.T\S. (cont.), John O. Samuel, Cleveland, Ohio, presiding. 
“Challenge Them With Teaching” — Mme. Mignon B. Mackenzie, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 

“The Source of Power and Expression in Singing” — Ralph Ewing, Trinity University, San Antonio, Tex. 
“Hygienics of the Voice” — John Lester, Montana State University, Missoula, Mont. 

N.A.T.S. vocal clinic: William Wheeler, Cleveland, Ohio, chairman: Panel—Mrs. Helen Steen Huls, St. Cloud 
Minn., Walter Allen Stults, Evanston, Ill., Carl Gutekunst, New York City. 


N.A.T.S. vocal clinic (cont.), William Wheeler, Cleveland, Ohio, chairman. Same panel. 
Annual N.A.T.S. business meeting. 
Annual National Association of Teachers of Singing Banquet. 


CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART — A Monument of Architectural Beauty 
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Ay, 


Date Volume 
Jan.- 

Feb. '49 V, No. 3 
Jan.- 

Feb. '49 V, No. 3 
Jan.- 

Feb. ’49 V, No. 3 
Mar.- 

April V, No. 4 
Mar.- 

April 49 V, No. 4 
Mar.- 

April ’49 V, No. 4 
May- 

June ‘49 V, No. 5 
May- 

June ’49 V, No. 5 
Sept. ’49 VI, No. 1 
Sept. ’49 VI, No. 1 
Oct.- 

Nov. '49 VI, No. 2 
Oct.- 

Nov. °’49 VI, No. 2 
Oct.- 

Nov. ’49 VI, No. 2 
Dec. 

Jan. ’50 VI, No. 3 
Dec. ’49- 

Jan. ’50 VI, No. 3 
Dec. 

Jan. ’50 VI, No. 3 
Dec. ’49- 

Jan. ’50 VI, No. 3 
Dec. '49- 

Jan. ’50 VI, No. 3 


ARTICLES APPEARING IN THE BULLETIN (Jan. 1949 to Dec. 
Title 


Realistic Psychology 


1949, Incl.) 


Author 


Bernhardt Bronson 


Falsetto — The Key to the High Voice 


William E. Ross 


Phonetics — As Applied to Both Singing and Speaking 


Geo. G. Arkebauer 


Security in Singing 


Allen R. Lindquest 


Phrasing Lee Hardy 
The American Vocal Scene — Vocal Education in a Midwest City...... Lee Bright 
Resonation Kenneth N. Westerman 
Phonation Herbert Gould 


The Relation of Musicianship to Vocal Technique 


Melvin H. Geist 


Visual Aids in the Teaching of Voice 


Ernest L. Cox 


Pathways to Vocal Pedagogy 


Breath Control — Foundation of Singing and Acting Technique 


Arthur Gerry 


Mme. Sonia Sharnova 


Why not a Logical Terminology in Music? 


Yale Glee Club 1949 Concert Tour in Europe 


Lee Hardy 


Vocal Musicianship 


Marshall Bartholomew 


Fundamental Requirements for Teachers of Singing — 
Second Supplementary Report 


The Singing You (Resume by Theo. G. Stelzer) 


Warren M. Angell 


eee Advisory Committee on Vocal Education 


Voice Classification 


Oscar Bennett 


William Wheeler 


NoTE: Copies of these papers available, upon application to the Editor of THE BULLETIN 


LOCAL COMMITTEE AT CLEVELAND 


The local committee on arrangements for the coming National Association annual convention at Cleveland, Ohio, consists of 
John O. Samuel, chairman, Lakewood, O., William Wheeler, Cleveland, O., and Burton Garlinghouse, Akron, O. All inquiries may be 
addressed to John O. Samuel, 2061 Morrison Avenue, Lakewood, O. 
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REGIONAL 


NEW S 


— FROM ALL 


OVER THE 


The inspirational value and importance of district and local meetings and conferences cannot be over-stressed. Member contact and friendly 
discussions of topics and questions relating to the every-day routine of vocal education and pedagogy result in new and more intensive efforts 
on the parts of all to extend fundamental knowledge and raise the standards of vocal teaching throughout the nation. 


COUNTRY 


EASTERN DISTRICT 


The Boston Chapter of the National 
Association was host for the sixth East- 
ern District meeting and entertained a 
large gathering at Hotel Vendome, Decem- 
ber 3. Dr. Albert Edmund Brown, presi- 
dent of the Boston Chapter, welcomed up- 
wards of 100 members and their guests. 
Regional Governor Romley Fell thanked 
the officers for their co-operation in mak- 
ing the meeting a success. Members were 
present from New York, New Jersey, 
Maine, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, and 
Massachusetts. 

Arthur Fiedler, conductor of the famous 
Boston “Pops” concerts, was the speaker 
at the afternoon session and discussed 
with skill the subject of “Singers and 
Musicianship” bringing out the importance 
and necessity of teachers of singing pay- 
ing more attention to their pupils in teach- 
ing them, if possible, to read music and to 
make them rhythm and tempo conscious. 
Mr. Fiedler said that in selecting 125 sing- 
ers for “Jeanne d’Arc” (Honegger) now 
in preparation for performance by the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, fundamental 
reading ability was a serious lack in most 
of the singers applying. 

An interesting and animated discussion 
period followed, in which were brought 
out much valuable comment as to the 
need for vocal teachers to teach and apply 
music fundamentals in the studio as an 
important consideration and part of every 
good teacher’s routine. 

Arthur Gerry, representative-at-large, 
Eastern District, of New York City, con- 
ducted the “Question and Answer” panel 
discussion which followed. The panel per- 
sonnel consisted of Gertrude Tingley, Bos- 
ton, Romley Fell, Newark, N. J., and Frank 
Telfer Cheesman of West Chester, Pa. The 
members of the panel answered questions 
which had been submitted previous to the 
meeting: also questions from the floor. This 
procedure brought out many points of 
value. It was the consensus of opinion that 
the voice teacher has a real challenge in 
making pupils realize the importance of 
musicianship in the art of singing. 

Following the cocktail hour, dinner was 
served to 70 members in the Salon Room of 
the hotel. 

The evening session was in charge of 
Miss Gertrude Tingley, Vice President of 
the Boston Chapter. She introduced Dr. 
James Houghton, representative-at-large 
of the Eastern District, of Boston, who 
spoke on the value of free discussion of 
common problems and of the fine coopera- 


tive spirit between the members of the 
Boston Chapter and the district officials. 

Miss Emily Hale, a niece of the late 
Philip Hale, Boston’s noted critic, gave a 
delightful and informal talk on her uncle 
and of his work. All present felt the spell 
of her narrative as she presented a picture 
of the man who for so many years was 
the outstanding music critic of the East. 
Mrs. Philip Hale was also present as a 
guest. 

Past President Leon Carson of New 
York City was heard in a most informa- 
tive speech on “Song—and the Teacher of 
Singing”, in which he stressed among 
features, the necessity for a more thor- 
ough research on the parts of our vocal 
teachers into the best repertoire to be 
taught, a more comprehensive under- 
standing in the mind of the student and 
singer of the component parts of a song, 
its classification and its characteristics, 
and gave a suggested routine for the in- 
telligent teaching and learning of a song. 
He also imparted important information 
on the building of vocal problems. 

Dean Warren S. Freeman of the Col- 
lege of Music, Boston University, was the 
final speaker. His subject was “The 
Psychological Factors in the Teaching of 
Singing” and said the use of psychology to 
help us know the nature of personality is 
important for singers as an aid to inter- 
pretation of their art. A knowledge of 
what goes into the makeup of a good per- 
sonality will help singers to become bet- 
ter artists. 


Psychology in its relation to the control 
of emotions is also important for singers. 
Singing as an artistic expression must 
contain emotion. The science of psycholo- 
gy relates to the process of learning and 
remembering. To know and understand 
the nature of the learning process as an 
aid to the building of adequate repertoire 
is a necessary part of the singer’s 
training. 

The Chapter Committee ineluded the 
following: Albert Edmund Brown, Ger- 
trude Tingley, Mabel Friswell, Charles 
Pearson, Edith Bullard, Edith Weye Wil- 
son, Sibyl Webb-Dougherty, Marie Ber- 
geron, Florence L. Crockett, Clara Shear, 
Frances Ray Dunlevy, Margot Warner, 
Edwin Wing, and Townsend Coward. 

This sixth Eastern District meeting at 
Boston was one of which the Eastérn Dis- 
trict and the National Association may 
well be proud. The fine fellowship and the 
sharing of information—two of the Na- 
tional Association’s numerous outstanding 


characteristics—proved a great privilege 
for all who attended. 
Albert Edmund Brown 
Mabel P. Friswell 

Tentative plans are under way covering 
the possible formation of a national chap- 
ter for the joint states of Rhode Island 
and Connecticut, under the direction of 
Mrs. Georgine Seward Kellner of Edge- 
wood, R. I. 

Also plans are being formulated for a 
national chapter to embrace National As- 
sociation members in the states of Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware and Maryland, in 
charge of Frank Telfer Cheesman of State 
Teachers College, West Chester, Pa. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 

Sunday afternoon, November 20th was 
the birthday of “Chicago Chapter of the 
National Association of Teachers of 
Singing.” A fine representative group of 
N.A.T.\S. members of this area and oth- 
ers coming from as far away as St. Louis, 
Mo. and Madison, Wis., voted enthusias- 
tically and unanimously to adopt the char- 
ter approved by the executive committee 
of the National Association. Preceding the 
actual voting a lively discussion took place, 
which indicated that there has been a long 
felt need for such an organization and that 
the time was now at hand when some- 
thing should be done about it. E. Clifford 
Toren, regional governor of the Central 
District, who had called the meeting, 
served as chairman of the assembly and 
B. Fred Wise was asked to serve as secre- 
tary. 

At the evening session a panel consist- 
ing of Mme. Nelli Gardini, Mr. Thomas N. 
Mac Burney, and Mr. John Toms pointed 
up a very spirited and instructive discus- 
sion on topics and questions presented 
from the floor. 

A committee consisting of Mrs. Zerline 
Metzger, Harvey Ringel, Miss Maxine 
Stroup and E. Clifford Toren was elected 
and instructed to prepare a slate of offi- 
cers including a board of directors, and 
to present it for vote at the next meeting. 
The committee was also instructed to 
work out plans for the next meeting which 
will be held as a joint project with the 
Chicago Singing Teachers Guild on Janu- 
ary 15. The arrangements for this meet- 
ing as worked out in conjunction with the 
Guild through its representative George 
Graham call for a large open meeting in 
the afternoon, when members of the 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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CHAPTERS OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF SINGING 


(Standard form of charter) 


Nore: The following standard form of Charter for local Chapters in the National Associ- 
ation of Teachers of Singing has been approved by the executive committee and is published 
in this issue of THE BULLETIN for the information of the membership. The Association 
wishes to encourage the formation of chapters because of the many benefits that accrue from 
such local organization of its members. The creating of a standard form of charter has been 
found necessary in order that the functioning of the chapter at all times may be guided by 
the regulations and policies adopted by the Association itself. 

Members are requested to read carefully this form and further, are wien to take the 
initiative in organizing a chapter in their locality. 


FOREWORD 
The National Association of Teachers of 
Singing authorizes the formation of local- 
ized units within its membership. These 
shall be designated as. 
Chapter, National Association of Teachers 
of Singing. 


The purpose of each chapter is to assist 
in the advancement of the ideals and ob- 
jectives of the National Association by 
providing a proper nucleus for sectional 
and inter-organization activity, including 
membership expansion, which will extend 
effectively the work and understanding of 
the national organization in all parts of the 
country... 


A Chapter may be formed on the basis 
of a minimum of 10 members and it be- 
comes an official chapter when the follow- 
ing standard form of charter, authorized 
and required by the National Association 
of Teachers of Singing has been adopted 
in full, and such action has been reported 
to and approved by the executive commit- 
tee of the National Association. Each 
chapter, so formed, will then receive from 
the secretary of the National Association 
an official charter certification. 


CHARTER 
NAME —This organization shall be known 
as the Chapter of 
the National Association of Teachers 
of Singing. 


OBJECTIVES—To carry out the objec- 
tives of the National Association:—To 
establish and maintain the highest 
standards of ethical principles and 
practices in the profession of the teach- 
ing of singing and of vocal art; to estab- 
lish and maintain the highest possible 
standards of competence in said pro- 
fession; to conduct and encourage re- 
search and to disseminate information 
to the profession at large; to encour- 
age effective cooperation among vocal 
teachers for their welfare and ad- 
vancement. 


MEMBERSHIP—Membership in the........ 
Chapter shall include 
only those who are members of the Na- 
tional Association of Teachers of Sing- 
ing. Membership in the National Asso- 
ciation automatically qualifies a mem- 
ber for admission to his or her local 
Chapter. However, such Chapter mem- 
bership is not obligatory on the part of 
the individual. 


ORGANIZATION—The Chapter may have 
its own local organization of officers 
and procedure, provided that these do 
not conflict in any with with the ethical, 
educational, cultural and routine ob- 
jectives and practices set up by the 
National Association. 

It is recommended that the following 
procedure be followed: 

“The officers shall consist of a Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Treas- 


urer, and a Board of (3 to 5) Directors. 
The Board of Directors shall be elected 
as follows: (1 or 2) for a term of 3 
years; (1 or 2) for a term of 2 years, 
and 1 for the period of 1 year.” 


DUTIES OF OFFICERS: 

The President shall preside at all meet- 
ings of the Chapter and present such 
matters as may properly come before 
the meeting. 
The Vice-President shall assist the 
President in his duties and preside at 
meetings when the President is absent. 
The Secretary shall keep accurate min- 
utes of all meetings and conduct neces- 
sary correspondence. 
The Treasurer shall keep an accurate 
account of the finances of the Chapter, 
send statements to members, receive 
all dues, and pay all approved bills of 
the Chapter. 
The Board of Directors with the officers 
as ex-officio members shall outline pro- 
grams; direct the policy, activity and 
growth of the Chapter; secure speak- 
‘ers and other talent for meetings; and 
promote membership in the Chapter in 
accordance with the membership regu- 

_ lations established by the National 
Association. 


MEETINGS—tThere shall be............ regular 
meetings during the Chapter year, to 
be held in 
The annual meeting and election of 
officers shall be held in 


DUES—tThe dues for membership in the 
Chapter shall be............ 
each year and are payable in................ 
Any and all amendments to the by-laws 
of the National Association automatically 
apply to the Chapter. 


YOUR OPPORTUNITY! 
Annual Meeting at Cleveland 
Feb. 27, 28-March 1, 1950 
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THE BULLETIN 


Editor, LEON CARSON, 160 W. 73rd Street, New York 23, N. Y. — Associate Editors, RUTH DouGtass, 
WILLIAM WHEELER, HAROLD LUCKSTONE, BURTON GARLINGHOUSE—Advisory Associate, HOMER G. MOWE 


1950 

At the beginning of this theoretical new 
span of time, the editorial staff of The 
Bulletin greets all members of the Nation- 
al Association in the spirit of Charles 
Dickens with the words: 


“May the New Year Be a happy one to you; 
so may each year be happier than the last.” 
There is always something of a new spir- 


it about a fresh start and if we can retain 
at least a portion of this spirit of optimis- 
tic resolution throughout the coming 
twelve months, it will help ‘carry on’ over 
the rough places that the future may hold 
for us. Apropos the annual ‘resolution’ 
theme we, as National Association mem- 
bers and teachers might find this an excel- 
lent time to resolve 

To try earnestly to seek out and learn 
the true fundamentals of the vocal art, so 
that we may be equipped in complete 
fashion to give to the world a deeper and 
more serious evaluation of singing. 

To minimize as much as possible the 
petty apprehensions and misunderstand- 
ings which so tenaciously, yet perhaps un- 
wittingly cling to the musical mind—and 

To be modest as to the value of our own 
ability and the more tolerant in our ap- 
praisals of others and their accomplish- 
ments. 

The National Association of Teachers of 
Singing has another big year ahead 
of it; adherance to these few homespun 
thoughts, among others, will make the 
musical year of 1950 a happier and more 
profitable one. 


THIS TIME IT’S CLEVELAND 

The years roll swiftly by and once again 
we approach another annual convention 
of the National Association—the fifth. As 
announced on the first page of The Bulle- 
tin, it will be held in the attractive mid- 
west city of Cleveland, Ohio, a community 
known for its culture and hospitality. 

As usual, all members who attend the 
Cleveland gathering will find meetings in- 
spiring and of many descriptions, led by 
our own people. There will be plenty of 
frank discussions of principles and other 
fundamentals—of our problems and the 
possible remedies for them. There will be 
good fellowship and sociability—all of the 
famous N.A.T.S. brand. For those who also 
are interested in the operating affairs of 
our cgrporation, there will be the ever im- 
portant annual business meeting, open to 
all members, with complete reports from 
all departments together with official 
recommendations for the expansion of our 


present resources. All in all, the Cleveland 
meeting should prove a gala event. 

When the few founding members of the 
National Association met at Cincinnati in 
1944, it was in a spirit of enthusaiasm tem- 
pered with a sober realizatién that a great 
project of tremendous potentialities was 
being formed—something that had never 
been attempted before in our particular 
professional field. Their faith in the out- 
come of this undertaking has been justi- 
fied through years of careful planning, 
hard work and a spirit of cooperation 
among officers and members. As we look 
back over the reports of the state of the 
association which were submitted each 
succeeding year at the Detroit, St. Louis, 
Boston and Chicago annual meetings, we 
note with gratification the surprisingly 
rapid growth in membership, activity and 
general accomplishments, and the result- 
ant respected position in the field of music 
the National Association now holds. The 
coming Cleveland meeting will mark the 
termination of another year of all-round 
achievement and another milestone of real 
progress. 

Come and hear about it all—come and 
participate in the discussions, and to top 
it off, be sure to remain for the annual 
banquet on the evening of March 1, which 
will be a festive occasion with an abun- 
dance of good cheer. SAVE THE DATES 
—FEBRUARY 27-28 and MARCH 1, incl. 


THE GROUP INSURANCE PLAN 

The carefully studied and conceived plan 
for an association-sponsored, group-mem- 
bership insurance plan has come to nought 
—at least for the time being. But fifty per 
cent of the association’s total membership 
evidenced sufficient interest in this project 
to respond in either an affirmative or nega- 
tive fashion. 

It is regrettable that the first organized 
plan along protective lines, such as that of 
group insurance, should be so doomed to 
failure at this time. As to the cause, it is 
not certain as to whether it was general 
apathy, a pecular type of indifference, a 
fear of over-insuring in some instances, 
or some strange misunderstanding of the 
clearly outlined subject, that brought 
about this disappointing, nullifying result. 
Of course the idea that the full measure 
of strength and power of any organization 
of worth such as the National Association 
rests in its well established values of pro- 
tection to its members as balanced against 
its cultural, professional and other similar 
assets, is one that has not yet been fully 


absorbed by all members. Also, the idea 
that one without the other reflects a weak- 
ening effect in the much desired structure 
of national entity, does not always seem to 
register in one’s mind. 

Had the members of the National Asso- 
ciation proffered the much deserved sup- 
port required for the success of the insur- 
ance plan, the association could then have 
assumed the enviable position in the musi- 
cal world of being the first organization 
of its kind, to have brought forth a con- 
crete evidence of constructive, practical 
and unified protective achievement, for the 
benefit, both of organization and individu- 
al. That opportunity is now lost—tenta- 
tively at least; apparently large bodies of 
men and women, as such, like the indi- 
vidual, have to learn the true and ultimate 
value of benefits the hard way. Perhaps at 
some later date our vision will prove long- 
er and brighter, and with it the feeling 
that oft-times in building a strong union 
of individuals, the thought of and pride 
in the unity of the former must transcend 
the concern of the latter. 


Undoubtedly, there will be other future 
plans projected for the joint general wel- 
fare of our association and its individual 
members, in which case it is hoped that 
more serious and careful consideration 
will be given to them than was evidenced 
in connection with the recent insurance 
program. During the past five years we 
have made great strides towards the goal 
of acquiring ‘“association-consciousness”. 
There is still a long distance to travel in 
order to reach a completeness of perspec- 
tive in that direction. 

Some comfort remains in the thought 
that so many of our N.A.T.S. members 
are already sufficiently protected by ade- 
quate insurance coverage. 


ANOTHER VALUABLE REPORT 


This issue of The Bulletin carries with 
it a supplement containing the recently 
completed second supplementary report 
by the association’s advisory committee 
on vocal education. This document, the 
fruit of long and minute study, is com- 
posed of two parts, as follows: Part One: 
An outline of minimum requirements for 
the undergraduate curriculum leading to 
a bachelor’s degree with a major in voice, 
for prospective teachers of singing. Part 
Two: An outline of minimum requirements 
for the graduate curriculum leading to a 
master’s degree with a major in vocal edu- 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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YALE GLEE CLUB 1949 CONCERT TOUR IN EUROPE 


by MARSHALL BARTHOLOMEW 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 


Ep. Nore: The editorial staff of THE BULLETIN is honored to have the opportunity 
of presenting in this issue an account by Marshall Bartholomew, Associate Professor of Sing- 
ing and Director of Undergraduate Musical Activities at Yale University, of the triumphant 
concert tour of the Yale Glee Club in Europe last summer. Mr. Bartholomew who, over a long 
period of years, has conducted the Yale Glee Club and at the same time is one of the National 

{ssociation’s outstanding members, gives us a thrilling picture of the reception accorded 
this splendid body of youthful male singers by the officials and the populace at large, and 
especially by the native singers of the countries visited. 


When asked to write a report of last 
-summer’s European concert tour for The 
Bulletin I replied that I would be happy 
to do so. Now that I am about to put it on 
paper I find it more difficult than I had 
anticipated because so much of it is per- 
sonal. Having been conductor of the Yale 
Glee Club for the past twenty-nine years 
I can-be forgiven if to a considerable ex- 
tent I have come to consider it as my own 
child. 

In any case, the several international 
tours of the Yale Glee Club since 1921 have 
been guided by my strong conviction that 
one of the principal things which is the 
matter with our modern world is that there 
is too much talking, too little singing; also, 
that singing is by all means the friendliest 
medium through which people of different 
nations and different tongues can under- 
stand one another. 

Last summer’s tour was the fifth adven- 
ture in Europe for the Yale Glee Club and 
by all means the most fruitful. It certainly 
was a modern Odyssey as far as trans- 
portation was concerned since we travel- 
ed across the ocean in a Pan American 
Stratosphere Cruiser and had the experi- 
ence which would have shocked our ances- 
tors of singing one day in New Haven and 
the next day in London. Another thor- 
oughly modern touch was the concert over 
the British Broadcasting Company Net- 
work shortwaved to Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand and Europe, reaching an au- 
dience of millions instead of thousands. 
From there on the merest outline of our 
itinerary tells the story of what a signifi- 
cant musical adventure this journey 
proved to be, at least as far as it influenced 
the students who took it. 


In Oxford they were guests of the Bach 
Society, were entertained in the Cecil 
Rhodes House of the University, officially 
greeted by the Lord Mayor of Oxford and 
sang the first public concert of the tour 
in the ancient Town Hall of that vener- 
able university city. The enthusiasm of 
the audience was a heart warming first ex- 
perience. In Paris the Club sang in the 
beautiful amphitheatre of the Sorbonne 
and the reception was so vociferous that 
we had the greatest possible trouble in 
getting our busses away from the hall in 
time to catch the night train for Amster- 
dam. There we were again greeted by the 


Lord Mayor and entertained as honored 
guests. The concert that evening in the 
famous Concert Gebouw was the final 
event in the annual Holland Festival of 
Music. At Groningen we participated in 
the Lustrum of the ancient Dutch uni- 
versity and were entertained at lunch by 
the Rector Magnificus of the University, 
the Lord Mayor of Groningen and Ambas- 
sador Baruch who had motored all the 
way from The Hague for the event. That 
night in a festival concert we performed 
with the Groningen Symphony Orchestra 
and opera soloists from Amsterdam. The 
following day, motoring from Groningen 
to The Hague one can imagine how in- 
trigued American boys were by stopping 
for lunch at the Berg Hotel which boasted 
an elevation of 300 feet, the highest point 
of land in Holland. That night the Club 
had the greatest honor of its visit to Hol- 
land by being invited.to sing in the Hall 
of Knights, built in 1280 and never used 
except for official functions. The Queen of 
Holland welcomes Parliament in this hall 
once each year at its opening session. 
On to Scandinavia with our first concert 
in Copenhagen which reached not only 
the audience in the Tivoli Concert Hall 
but was broadcast over the Danish Nation- 
al Radio System. After a concert in Goth- 
enberg we arrived in Stockholm on the 
fourth of July and sang an outdoor con- 
cert on the Solliden before an audience of 
approximately 10,000. The concert was fol- 
lowed by a banquet of the Swedish-Ameri- 
can Society of Stockholm. The overnight 
trip by boat brought us to the ancient 
ruined city of Visby on the Island of Got- 
land in the Baltic. With no concert hall 
available, we sang by courtesy of the 
Lutheran Bishop of Visby in the ancient 
Cathedral of St. Mary with the understand- 
ing that there should be no applause. The 
Cathedral was packed with people who 
showed their approval by waving their 
handkerchiefs and programs. Across the 
Baltic by ship we arrived in Turku, Fin- 
land, before 6 o’clock in the morning and 
were greeted on the dock by a male chorus. 
That night in a concert hall packed to the 
doors, with the wife of the President of 
Finland as guest of honor, it proved to be 
an emotional experience both for singers 
and audience which willnever be forgotten 
by any one who participated. The journey 


on to Helsinki by rail was interesting 
largely because it provided an actual ex- 
perience with the Iron Curtain. In cross- 
ing the peninsula of Porkala, which is now 
Russian territory, iron curtains were 
drawn down and locked over every win- 
dow. We tried to assert our presence by 
singing loudly at every stop. Whether or 
not the populace assembled outside the 
cars thought this was a carload of exiles 
bound for Siberia we have no way of as- 
certaining. Arriving in Helsinki, we were 
greeted in the railroad station by the 
famous Ylioppilaskunnan Laulajat, the 
university chorus which visited the United 
States in 1939. At the concert that evening 
in the New Festival Hall of the University 
(the old one was destroyed by Russian 
bombs during the war) the Club was over- 
whelmed with flowers and wreaths from 
the various singing societies of Finland. 
The farewell when our ship sailed Sunday 
noon was exciting. Songs were exchanged 
with local choruses and as the ship moved 
out into the harbor and the police removed 
the ropes a great throng of people crowded 
to the water’s edge to wave farewell. 

A concert in Oslo followed and a trip into 
the Hardanger Fjord region with a con- 
cert at Voss in which native dancers in 
native costumes exchanged entertainment 
with our own American folk songs. 

On the sixteenth, the Club arrived in 
Germany and went onboard an American 
military train to sing fourteen concerts in 
the American Zone. The devastated Ger- 
man cities were at first glance a shocking 
contrast to the sparkling cheerfulness of 
Scandinavia. Our first concert in Berlin 
provided a novel experience. We sang out- 
doors in an amphitheatre within two miles 
of the famous Tempelhofer Feld wherg& 
the American and British Airlift made its 
base. The Airlift was still in operation last 
July and every three minutes by the watch 
a heavy bomber flew low over our heads 
with deafening uproar. We maneuvered 
through our program by singing the songs 
between each flight. The conductor stood 
throughout the afternoon with a watch in 
one hand, leading with the other. There 
followed concerts in Marburg, Frankfurt 
am Main where the university was cele- 
brating the 200th Anniversary of Goethe 
who was born nearby; Augsburg, Munich, 
Niirnberg, Erlangen, Tiibingen (Germany’s 
oldest university), Stuttgart, Darmstadt, 
Offenbach. We finished the tour with two 
concerts in Heidelberg. 

A great deal of the above might be at- 
tributed to the warm feeling which mil- 
lions of people—propaganda to the con- 
trary—in Europe feel toward the United 
States. On a purely musical basis, however, 
perhaps the following excerpts from a re- 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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